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THE FEATURES OF 
THE URBAN NETWORK 
in ROMANIA

Growing number of cities, decreasing urbanization 
rate (many small towns with rural aspect);

Strongly hypertrophied network of urban 
settlements (development resources concentrated 
in the capital and in the growth poles);

Lack of a solid category of medium-sized cities, 
having the role to balance the territory;

Sharp decline in the urban population, urban – 
rural migration;

Suburbanization phenomenon (“bedroom 
districts” in peri-urban areas);

Uncontrolled urban sprawl, peri-urban areas 
regulated urbanistically and without social and 
technical municipal facilities;

Old, energy inefficient, ugly, housing fund with a 
low comfort, high seismic risk;

Massive labor migration abroad
↔ economic, social and demographic problems;

Poor transport and technical municipal 
infrastructure, especially in small towns;

Lack of integrated urban mobility policies, ensuring 
the correlation between the urban development 
and the transport infrastructure;

Urban economies were severely affected by the 
industrial restructuring and the financial crisis;

Business support structures and insufficient and 
unconnected innovation;

Poor development of the tourism sector and of 
the creative and cultural industries;

Insufficient and degraded urban spaces, 
unattractive historic / civic centers;

The degradation of the built heritage and urban 
design;

Social segregation (“gated Communities”, “pockets 
of poverty”);

Low administrative capacity (insufficient, poorly 
paid staff, low inter institutional cooperation, 
bureaucracy, low budgets, etc.).





PRINCIPLES OF 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Cities are in (internal and external) competition 
to attract (financial / investment, human, etc.) 
resources;

Cities must boldly identify (existing or new) 
competitive advantages and the local areas of 
smart specialization;

At the regional level - a complementarity of 
competitive advantages is preferable;

The urban planning should address such issues as: 
where citizens live, work, socialize, go shopping 
and relax, etc., as well as the flows between these 
locations.

APPROACHING A MIX OF POLICIES: 

Cohesion (continuing to provide the basic 
conditions for citizens - transport social, education 
infrastructure, etc.);

Economic Competitiveness (creating added value 
- economic infrastructure, attracting investments).
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POOLING RESOURCES 
to become COMPETITIVE and ATTRACTIVE for INVESTMENTS

Creating areas (urban networks / conurbation or urban - 
rural) with a minimum of 300,000 inhabitants (a minimum 
standard of attractiveness and performance - provides 
a critical mass and economies of scale, horizontal and 
vertical coordination, stimulates cooperation and 
sharing experience and best practices);

Identifying complementary competitive advantages and 
capitalizing common advantages;

Redefining urban areas, in metropolitan areas / 
functional urban areas to include suburbs, to allow 
a proper planning and a better integration of these 
communities;

Using new financial instruments of the European 
Commission for 2014-2020: Integrated Territorial 
Investments (ITI) and the Actions for Community-Led 
Local Development (CLLD).

AVENSA PROJECTS: 

Timisoara - Arad urban system;

Botosani - Suceava urban area;

Suceava metropolitan area;

Other possibilities: Prahova Valley conurbation;
Trotuşului Valley conurbation;
Iasi - Vaslui urban system;
Galati - Braila urban areal.
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INCREASING LIFE QUALITY FOR CITIZENS, 
TOURISTS, INVESTORS

If during the current programming period basic problems 
have been solved contributing to the quality of life (main 
streets, central pedestrian, lighting, water / sewage, 
waste, etc..), this approach should be continued, in the 
2014-2020 period, on two new directions:

Urban regeneration projects (priority!) - solving 
complex problems in large housing complexes through 
the integrated approach of the different types of 
infrastructures, accessibility and mobility, regenerating 
industrial / brownfield sites, etc.

 Identifying solutions to problems regarding the mobility 
- mobility plans, creating regional operators for local 
transport to become effective (taking the example the 
water / sewer, waste or emergency situations operators), 
investments in expanding routes in metropolitan / peri 
urban areas, intermodal terminals, new green means of 
transport, traffic management systems, etc.

AVENSA PROJECTS: 

Project for the urban regeneration of Pitesti Municipality.

Other examples of good practice:

The mobility plan of Oradea metropolitan area;

The procedures initiated by MDRAP with support of 
EBRD to achieve mobility plans for the growth poles.
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URBAN PLANNING IN SPATIAL CONTEXT

Identifying and stimulating cities with potential for trans-
border development;

Rigorously delineating areas of action for integrated 
urban development projects: functional areas 
(plants, large residential complexes, industrial areas, 
decommissioned military units, etc.), complying with 
urban planning documents, differentiating interventions 
depending on the size and economic profile of the city, 
concentrating investments on areas and not punctual 
objects; PPP for urban development;

Applying uniform principles of urban development to 
ensure spatial coherence and efficiency.
 

AVENSA PROJECTS: 

Technical assistance for MDRAP - creating the integrated 
sustainable urban development platform and the 
methodology for the realization of Urban Development 
Integrated Plan (UDIP);

Urban development in South Muntenia Region (for 
all cities in the region and for the 5 pair cities on the 
Danube);

Urban development in the Romania-Moldova-Ukraine 
trans-border area;

Economic development strategy for Rousse - Giurgiu 
Euroregion.
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SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Courage to define an ambitious development vision;

Identifying sectors of smart specialization;

Approaching urban development through the mix: 
Economic aspects + Natural Resource + Sociocultural 
issues;

Increasing competitiveness, taking into account the 
environment and the future generations; Identifying and 
capitalizing renewable energy sources;

Promoting sustainable solutions for investments 
(buildings, infrastructure, industrial flows);

Implementing ”smart cities” solutions; 

Promoting urban diversity.

AVENSA PROJECTS: 

The smart specialization strategy of the NE Region;

Action Plan  Craddle 2 Craddle for the NE Region;

Impact of POS CCE investments in the SW Region;

Implementing Limburg best practices for the sustainable 
urban planning in the Romania-Moldova-Ukraine trans-
border area.
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URBAN PLANNING

Urban development policies tailored to the specific 
needs of urban localities, depending on their size and 
economic potential:

a) large cities - connecting with polarized territories, 
increasing mobility of people and goods, increasing 
economic competitiveness based on the smart increase;

b) small and medium cities - ensuring fair living conditions 
for all citizens, ensuring their access to the educational, 
health and technical municipal infrastructure.

Correlating sectorial policies and the integrated urban 
development - integrating social, economic and 
environmental interventions at the local level (areas of 
urban action, such as those in UDIP);

Planning the entire intervention cycle - from initiation 
to implementation, establishing priorities and financial 
resources (action plan).
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AVENSA PROJECTS: 

The development of urban and county strategies:
 - Piteşti Municipality
 - Bistrita Municipality
 - Medgidia Municipality
 - Botosani Municipality
 - Vaslui Municipality
 - Moineşti Municipality 
 - Bacau County
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Correlating the three planning tools (strategic urban and financial) PUG 
- SDL / UDIP - MULTIANNUAL BUDGET;

Accomplish SDL/UDIP (until the beginning of 2014);

Starting institutional partnerships and models for managing them;

The integrated approach for the project portfolio management 
(homogeneous teams involved in projects);

The early preparation of projects - the beginning of 2014 (to avoid 
writing projects “on the run” in a few weeks, with deficiencies during 
execution);

If possible, working with homogeneous teams on all the phases of the 
preparation and implementation of projects (to avoid dysfunctions that 
can occur between different teams);

Giving special attention (in terms of time and detail) to technical and 
economic studies (to avoid unforeseen situations during execution);

Identifying external competence to attract investments (the 
administration has competences in creating economic infrastructure, 
but no market capacity to attract investors);

New methods of local government and the involvement of the 
population in the urban development process (e.g. budgets for each 
district, district municipalities - in big cities).

URBAN GOVERNANCE 
PRIORITIES







“Cities are not like people, they continue to exist indefinitely, 
even if no one knows their exact biography”

John Updike, 
American novelist, Pulitzer Prize winner
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